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We Are A Stewardship Parish Of Time, Talent and Treasure

The mission of our parish faith community is to teach the Gospel message in the rich tradition of the Orthodox
Church; to enable people to reflect the image of Jesus Christ in every day activities of life; to offer spiritual
formation through changing times; and to celebrate community among Orthodox believers in our Freehold area.
We of St. Paul the Apostle Parish dedicate ourselves to maintaining the sanctity of worship and spiritual
enlightenment in a family environment that reaches and involves all ages and unifies all people.

We believe in the spirit of ecumenism in which we share our faith by word and example and extend our spiritual
insights to all people.

We accept the responsibility of Christian Stewardship that through generous giving we may all experience a faith
communion with Christ as the Center of our lives.

We dedicate ourselves to insuring the well-being of all people so that we may truly experience the message of
Christ’s salutary gospel,

We are a beacon on a hill with the eves of many upon us; that beacon is the inspired Light of Christ which must
shine brightly in our lives.

It is mot ourselves we preach but Jesus Christ as Lord, and aurselves as your servanits for Jesus' sake. For God,
who said, 'Let light shine owt of darkness,” has shone in owr hearts, that we in turn might make known the glory
of (fod shining on the face of Christ. This treasure we possess in earthen vessels to make it clear that its
surpassing power comes from God and not from us. We are afflicted in every way possible, but not crushed:
perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, bt not destroved: always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may alvo be manifested in us 2 Corinthians 4: 5 —
8.

GLAD TIDINGS

+++ We have festal anointing today on the occasion of this past week’s simple feast of the Holy Spirit. The
customary greeting is “Christ 1s Among Us" to which we respond, “He Is And Shall Be.".

+++ Every Monday, we have prayerful devotions before the Myrrh bearing icon at 6:00 PM. Everyone
is invited to be present in praise. The Birthgiver invites us to manifest our faith in response to her first



shown love, to unite our prayers with hers for the salvation of our souls. Invite your friends and
neighbors to join us.

+++ TODAY is Fathers® Day and we invite our faithful to say an extra prayer for our fathers and
light a seven day candle light in their honor or memaory.

4+ Please keep the intentions of these members of our parish intercession community in your daily
prayers: Father George, Anna, Barbara, Betty, James, Yevlogia, Maria, Pani Anna Marie and Father
George.

+H+ The sign-up sheet for both the Web Site and Bulletin sponsors is on the bulletin board in the
kitchen. Please sign up as soon as possible. Do NOT make payment until your sign-up month has arrived.
This will make it easier for Father to keep track of payments. Thanks in advance to all who support the
parish in this way.

+++ We offer thanks to the Blessed Trinity for inspiring generosity in the souls of our faithful and the
blessing of abundant grace in our midst with the offering received last Sunday: Tithe Offering, S460.00;
Candles, $38.00; Food Coupons, $320.00; Pentecost, $122.00, for a total of 3940.00. We express our
profound gratitude to the parishioner communicants who offer their God-given treasure and labored for
the sake of the Lord and the good of our parish. God bless and reward you good and faithful souls!

++ As faithful believers, we intercede and associate ourselves in prayer with the following who have
prayed and offered seven day lights for their intentions: Father Lucas, Anna Zacharyczuk, Eleanor
Korba, Marilyn Korba and Pani Buletza.

4+ We make a PENNIES FROM HEAVEN Canister available for our faithful to bring in pennies for our
altar and its appointments. We are already in receipt of $1809.00 from this apostolate. Even your pennies can
help and are a blessing to our parish.

=+t Please be certain to see a member of the Parish Council if you would like to help our parish by using
Shop Rite Food Coupons available in $20.00 denominations, We invite ALL to be caring and supportive and
use Grocery Coupons for food shopping as we have gratefully realized 5750 on this project to date!

++ The Clothing Drive is a permanent on-going project in our parish. Please bring any type of
clothing and fabrics along with stuffed animals and shoes for the benefit of our parish. The bags can be
left in the vestibule or on the front porch of the rectory. Please invite your friends and neighbors to assist
us in disposing of unwanted clothing, shoes and fabrics.

4+ We invite all pray the Lord our God grants us an enrichment of our spiritual lives for his glory.
May we all be so enriched that this Passion Week is particularly rewarding for each of us, to triumph in
Resurrection joy!

+++  May all glory, adoration and worship be accorded our God in the Holy Trinity by all the faithful of our
parish with one mind, one soul and one heart each day of the week!



(o |

Coming To Jesus

That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed
Mark 1: 32.

..mmany demon-possessed people were brought to Jesus. All the spirits fled when he
commanded them to leave Matthew 8: 16.

But when Jesus touched her hand, the fever left her. Then she got up and prepared a meal
for kim Matthew 8: 15.

So he bent over, rebuked the fever and it left her. She got up at once and began to wail on
them Luke4:39.

Once when he was in the synagogue, a man possessed by a demon began shouting at
Jesus. Jesus cut him short. “Be silent!” he told the demon, “Come out of the man!”

Luke 4: 33, 35.

In the evening, after sunset, people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed
Mark 1: 32.

When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of
sickness and laying his hands on each of them, he healed them Luke 4: 40.

Then his fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to him all sick people who
were afflicted with various diseases and forments, and those who were demon-possessed,
epileptics, and paralytics; and he healed them Matthew 4: 24.



Cultivate Qualities That
Can Help You Make Disciples

Go...and make disciples of people
of all nations Matthew 28: 19.

Servants and disciples of our heavenly
Father must develop skills and attitudes
that will help them do his will. Plainly
speaking by sharing their faith, by
spreading the Word of Ged, by
challenging listeners to follow the
Saviour, Orthodox Christians
demonstrate and put into practice their
deep love for God.

At God’s command, for instance,
Abraham, and Sarah, left the
prosperous city of Ur in the Chaldees
and eventually needed the qualities and
abilities required of tent dwellers. “By
faith Abraham obeyed when he was
called and went forth to the place he
was to receive as a heritage; he went
forth, moreover, not knowing where he
was going. By faith he sojourned in the
promised land as in a foreign country,
dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob,
heirs of the same promise; for he was
looking forward to the city with
foundations, whose designer and maker

is God. By faith Sarah received power
to conceive though she was past the age,
for she thought that the One who had
made the promise was worthy of trust.
As a result of this faith, he came forth
from one man, who was himself as good
as dead, descendants as numerous as the
stars in the sky and the sands of the
seashore” Hebrews 11: 8 - 12.

Leading the Israelites into the Promised
Land demanded that Joshua have
courage, confidence in the promises of
God and knowledge of the law. “Above
all, be firm and steadfast, taking care to
observe the entire law which my servant
Moses enjoined on you. Do not swerve
from it either to the right or to the left,
that you may succeed wherever you go.
Keep this book of the law on your lips.
Recite it by day and by night, that you
may observe carefully all that is written
in it; then you will successfully attain
your goal. I command you: be firm and
steadfast! Do not fear nor be dismayed



for vour Lord, your God is with you
wherever you go” Joshua1:7-9.

And whatever skills Bezalel and
Oholiab may already have had were
certainly enhanced or further developed
by God’s spirit so that these men should
successfully share in and oversee the
construction of the tabernacle and
related work. “The Lord said to Moses,
‘See, I have chosen Bezalel, son of Uri,
son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah and I
have filled him with a divine spirit of
skill and understanding and knowledge
of every craff; in producing of
embroidery, in making things of gold,
silver or bronze, in cutting and
mounting precious stones, in carving
wood and in every other crafi. As his
assistant I have appointed Oholiab, son
of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. I
have also.epdowed all the experts with
the necessary skill to make all the things
I have ordered you to make; the
meeting tent, the ark of the
commandments with the propitiatory on
top of it, and the furnishings of the tent,
the table with its appurtenances, the
pure gold lampstand with all its
appurtenances, the altar of incense, the
altar of holocausts with all its
appurtenances, the laver with its base,
the service cloths, the sacred vestments
for Aaron the priest, the vestments for
his sons in their ministry, the anointing
oil and the fragrant incemse for the
sanctuary. All these things they shall

make just as I have commanded you”

Exodus 31: 1 -11.

Centuries later, Jesus Christ gave his
followers this commission: “Go...and
make disciples of people of all
nations...teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you” Maithew
18: 19, 20. Never before had people been
given the privilege of doing anything
quite like this. What qualities are
needed for disciple-making work? How
can the average believer cultivate such
traits to be faithful to the Lord?

Too often we think of ourselves as
insignificant, not important in the sight
of God. But since the very beginning on
Pentecost, it was not alone the
responsibility of the apostles, but of all
believers to witness to their faith in
Jesus Christ. Today too many Orthodox
believers have forgotten or neglected the
seriousness of Christ’s mandate,
thinking it to be merely a suggestion for
a few. In this nation, at this time, the
urgency cannot be dismissed, but simply
acted upon.

But approaching people  and
endeavoring to persuade them to
worship the true God requires that we
have a profoundly deep love for our
heavenly Father. The Israelites could
prove their love for God by
wholeheartedly obeying his
commandments, offering acceptable
sacrifices, and extolling him in song.



“And now, Israel, what does the Lord
God, ask of you but to fear the Lord,
your God, and follow his ways exactly,
to love and serve the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your
soul, to keep the commandments and
statutes of the Lord which I enjoin on
you today for your own good?..I call
heaven and earth today to witness
against you; I have set before you life
and death, the blessing and the curse.
Choose life, then, that you and your
descendants may live by loving the Lord
your God, heeding his voice and holding
fast to him” Deuteronomy 10: 12, 13;
30: 19, 20.

“Be extolled, O Lord in your strength!
We will sing, chant the praise of your
might” Psalms 21: 14. “Sing to the
Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all
you lands. Sing to the Lord, bless his
name; announce his salvation day after
day” Psalms 96: 1, 2. “And they shall
sing of the ways of the Lord; great is the
glory of the Lord” Psalms 138: 5.

As those who are baptized and have a
responsibility to share our faith and
witness to the truth of Christ, we too
keep the laws of God, but we also
express our enduring love for God by
telling others ahout him and his
purposes. Our daily lived example must
speak nobly of our conviction along
with choosing the right words to express
our heartfelt devotion about our God-
given hope. “Our preaching of the

gospel proved to be not a mere matter of
words for you but one of power; I was
carried on in the Holy Spirit and out of
complete conviction” 1 Thessalonians
1: 5; “Venerate the Lord, that is, Christ
in your hearts. Should anyone ask you
the reason for this hope of yours, be
ever ready to reply, but speak gently
and respectfully” 1 Peter 3: 15.

Because He came into the world to
fulfill his divine vocation, out of love for
the Eternal Father, our Lord had great
pleasure in speaking about salvation
and man’s created purpose along with
true worship. “After this he journeyed
through towns and villages preaching
and proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom of God™ Luke 8: 1; “Yet an
hour is coming and is already here,
when authentic worshippers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth.
Indeed it is just worshippers the Father
seeks. God is Spirit and those who
worship him must worship in Spirit and
truth™ John 4: 23, 24.

In very fact, our Lord spoke, “Doing the
will of him who sent me and bringing
his work to completion is my food”
John 4: 34. These words of the Old
Testament Psalmist apply to our Lord:
“To do your will, O my God, is my
delight, and your law is within my
heart. I announced yvour justice in the
vast assembly; I did not restrain my lips
as you, O Lord, know. Your justice I
kept not hidden within my heart; our



faithfulness and your salvation I have
spoken of; I have made no secret of
your kindness and your truth in the vast
assembly” Psalms 40: 9 - 11. “As it is
written of me in the book, I have come
to do your will, O God...1 have come to
do your will” Hebrews 10: 7, 10.

Motivated by a love for Ged, which
leads them to him in the first instant, it
is usually converts to Orthodoxy who
are most serious about sharing faith
resporse with others. Unfortunately,
those so-called cradle Orthodox are the
most apathetic and indifferent. It is
newcomers who speak and live with
such conviction that they are quite
effective in providing the effective
example for others to examine God’s
revelation to us and live with
seriousness in response to Christ’s
challenges. “The first thing he did was
to seek out his brother Simon and tell
him, “We have found the Messiah!’”
John 1: 41.

Love for God above all else is what
motivates souls to engage in disciple-
making. It is therefore vitally important
to keep love alive by regularly
worshipping and living and studying
and learning more and more about the
precious gift of salvation believers have
in Jesus Christ.

“If you put these instructions before the
brotherhood you will be a good servant
of Christ Jesus, reared in words of faith

and sound doctrine you have faithfully
followed...Attend to your duties; let
them absorb you, so that everyone may
see your progress. Watch yourself and
watch your teaching. Persevere at both
tasks. By doing so you will bring
salvation to yourself and all who hear
you” 1 Timothy 4: 6, 15, 16.

Indifference to the precious spiritual
riches entrusted to us and shared with
us may lead to us hearing “I hold this
against you, though: you have turned
aside from your early love. Keep firmly
in mind the heights from which you
have fallen. Repent and return to your
former deeds” Revelation 2: 4, 5. Love
for the Father and a consequent
eagerness to do his will unquestionably
made our Lord a zealous teacher. But
that was not the only reason for his
effectiveness as a proclaimer of the
eternal kingdom.

Qur Lord was concerned about people
and showed keen interest in them. Even
before the creation of man, He gives
evidence of this love, “Then I was beside
him as his craftsman and 1 was his
delight day by day, playing before him
all the while, playing on the surface of
his earth, and I found delight in the sons
of men” Proverbs 8: 30, 31.

When among us, Jesus had compassion
for people, refreshing those who came to
him. “Come to me all you who are
weary and find life burdensome and I






