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Saint Paul the Apostie Orthodox Church

24 BURKE ROAD FREEHOLD, NJ 07728
S1. Thomas Sunday April 19, 2015
Father Robert E Lucas, Pastor; Rectory 215-862-9227; Parish Center 732-T80-3158
Subdeacon Daniel J. Korba and Nikitas Tsokris,

Cantors

We Are A Stewardship Parish Of Time, Talent and Treasure

The misgion of our parish faith community is to teach the Gospel message in the rich tradition of the Orthodox
Church: to cnable people to reflect the image of Jesus Christ in every day activities of life; 1o offer spiritual
formation through changing times: and (o celebrate community among Orthodox believers in our Freehold area,
We of St Paul the ﬁ.pnsﬂe Parish dedicate ourselves to mmnmlnmg the sanelity of waorship and spiritual
enlightenment in a family environment that reaches and involves all ages and unifies all people.

We believe in the spirit of ecumenism In which we share our faith by word and example and extend our spirjtual
insights to all people.

We accept the responsibility of Christian Stewardship that through generous giving we may all expetience a faith
communion with Christ as the Center of our fives,

We dedicate ourselves to insuring the well-being of all people so that we may truly experientce the message of
Christ’s salutary gospel,

We ure 4 beacon on d hill with the eves of many upon us; that beacon is the inspired Light of Christ which must
shing brightly in our lives.

It is not ourselves we preach but Jesus Christ as Lord. and ourselves as your servants for Jesus ' sake. For God,
who said, “Let Hght shive out of darkness, ' has shone o our Hearts, that we in turn might make keown the glarv
of God shining on the face of Cheist, This treasure we possess tn garthen vessely v make i clear that ity
surpassing power. comes from God and not from us: We are affticted in every wav possibile, bt onat erished)
perptexced, b not driven to-despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck: down, bur not destroved: always
carryirg in the-body the deatheof Jesus, so thar the life af Jesus mav-alsa be manifested in ws 2 Corinthians J: 5 —
8.

GLAD TIDINGS

=+ Toddy we have festal anointing on the occasion of this past week’s glorious feasts of Christ’s triumphal
Resurrection. The customary greeting is “Christ Is Risen!” to which we respond, “Indeed, He Is Risen!”

4+ There will be no Pirohi Sale in April; the next sale will be May 2,



-+ This Thursdgy is the simple feast of St. George Martyr. In unticipation; the Divine Liturgy will
be celebrated Wednesday evening at 7:00 P,

++ Weremind our faithful diccessn and pirvish dus ave DUE. Ooly thirtden dibeedan dues sre
received. Please Tulfill this obligation ducing this sacred veason.

e Every Monday, we hilve priverfal devetions before the Myerh bearing ican at 6010 '™
Everyone Is invited (o be present in priise. The Birthgiver invites us to.manifest our fuith in response to
ber frst shown love, to upite our prayers with hers for the salvation of our souls. Bnyite your frieods and
neighbiars to join us,

+++  Please keep the intentions of these members of our parish interéession community in your daily
prayers: Father George, Barbara, Hetty, James, Yevilogia, Nicholas, Maris, Cynthin, Panl Annan Marie,
Father Myron, Piani Delores and Andren

44+ The sign-up sheet for both the Web Site and Bulletin sponsors is on the bulletin board in the
Kitchen. Please sign up as soom as passilide. Do NOT make payment until vour sige-up month hss arcived,
This will make it easier for Father to ketp track of payments, Thanks inadvance to all who support the
parish in this way.

F-h We offer thanks to the Blessed Trinlty for Inspiring generasity in the souls of our faithful and the
blessing of abundant grace in our midst with the offering recelved Inst Sunday: Tithe Offering, 5364.060;
Candles, $103.00; Kitchen, $666.00; Foud Coupons, $120.00; Great Fust Self-Sacrifice, $20.00: Holy duy,
$160.00; Flowers, $10.00; RHHrrELtluﬂ S1415.00: Diovesun Dues, $130,00; Special Gifts, $1400.00, for a
total of 4388.00. We express pur profound gratitude to the parishioner communicants who offer their
God-given tmmr& and labored for the sake of the Lovd and the good of our parish. God bless nnd
reward you good and faithful sonls!

-tk As faithful believers, we intercede and associate ourselves in prayer with the fnllowing who have
prayed and offered seven day lights for their intentions: Futher Locss;, Maris ldronmenos, Anna
Zuchuryczuk, Bob Gorbich, Murliyn Korba nnd Pani Buletza,

i+ We make a PENNIES FROM HEAVEN Canister available for our futhful to bring in peanies for our
glearand its appointments. We are alrendy In receipt of SISTLU from thisapostalnte. Even your pennies-can
help and are a blessing 1o our parish.

+++  Please be ceriain fo see g member of the Parish Cowncil if you would like to help our parish by using
‘Shop Rite Food Coupons available in $20.00 denominations. We invite ALL to be caring and sippartive and
use Grocery Coupons for food shopping as we hive gratefully realized §5750 6 this profect o doe!

+++ The Clothing Drive is a permuanent oi-goiny projeet in our parish. Pleage bring any type of
clothing and febrics along with stuffed animals and shoes for the benefit of our parish, The bigs can be
left in the vestibule or on tho front porch of the réctory. Pléase invite vour Tricnds and neighbois to uusis
us in disposing of unwanted clothing, shoes and fabricy.



Resurrection

S0 it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown in the earth is subject to decay, what rives
is incorrupiible. What is sown is ignoble, what rises is glorivus. Weakness is sown, strength rises
up. A natural body is put down and a spiritual body comes up 1 Corinthians 15: 42 - 44.

the gospel concerning his Son who was descenided from David according to the (Tesh, bur was
made Sun of God in power according to the spirit of holiness, by his resurrection from the dead:
Jesus Christ our Lord Romans 1: 3.4

Many bodies of the sainis who had fallen asleep were raised. After Jesus' resurrection they came
Sorth from their tombs and entered the koly city and appeared to many Matthew 27: 53.

Brothers I can speak confidently to you about our father David. He died and was buried, and his
grave is in our midst to this day. He was « prophet and knew that Ged had sworn to him that ore
of kis descendants would sit upon his throne, He said that he was not abandoned to the nether
warld, nor did his body undergo corruption, thus proclaiming before hand the resurrection of the
Messiak. This is the Jesus God has raised up, and we are his witnesses. Exalted at God's right
hand, he first received the promised Holy Spirit from the Father, then poured this Spirit out zpon
us Acts of the Apostles 2: 20 - 33

- the priests, the captain of the temiple guard, and the Sadducees came up fo them, angry because
they were teaching the people and proclaiming the resurrection of the dead in the person gf Jesus
Acts of the Apostles 4: 2.

If we must answer today for a good deed...then yauwand all the people of Isracl must realize that it
was done in the name of Jesus the Nazarene whom you erucified and whom Ged raived frinm the
dead Acts of the Apostles 4: 9, 10.



Descent into the
Place of the Dead

“Christ Is Risen” s the gospel
proclamation. All four gospels are silent on
the manner of Christ's Resurrection. No
where in Scripture Is there a factual
eyewitness account of the event. Byzantine
iconography is faithiul to the gospel and
never represents this event as does the
West, but rather expresses what occurred
before or after the actual Resurrection,

The icon utilized for the feast of the
Resurrection is either that of the Descent
into the Place of the Righteous Dead or that
of the Myrrh-Bearing Women. The former
shows Christ as the Life-giver and Imparter.
In it, He is seen trampling down the gates of
the place of the righteous dead, grasping
Adam and Eve by the hands and drawing
them up into the glory of everlasting life.
This image is a reflection of the hymnology
of Resurrection Matins: "You descended
into the realm of death, O Christ, and have
broken the ancient bonds which held the
captives; and like Jonah from the whale, on
the third day, You arose from the tomb.”

Our Lord's entranice into the place of the
righteous dead, into the depths of the earth,
transforms and changes it. Through death

He entered this reaim which in the icon is
shown by the black gaping abyss. His
presence there showed what He took upon
Himself every humility and degradation of
mankind. His appearance is not as its
captive, but as its congueror and victor. He
is shown with a radiant bursting halo, the
symbol of His glory. His garments are no
longer those in which He was seen on earth,
but they are especially radiantly brilliant
and they illumine the abject darkness and
isolation of the place of the dead.

He fills the darkness with the light of His
divine presence. He stands upon the broken
gate of the kingdom of death, thus
indicating His victery over death by His own
death and Resurrection. Through His
humiliation and death, He raised all rational
creation to participate in divine life. Bolts,
broken chains and keys to destroyed doors
are scattered about to signify the total
liberation of those held captive and the
breaking of death’'s power hold over man.
By Christ's descent, the place of the dead is
destroyed and its gates breken and
trampled.

Having broken the bonds of death’s power,
Christ is seen raising Adam and Eve from
the slumbering grave. In freeing our first
parents, Christ also frees those who put
their faith in His coming. This truth is seen
in the presence of Kings Selomon and his
father, David, vested in splendid royal robes



and crowns of office. They stand together
with John the Baptist at Christ's right.
Moses and the Prophets of the Old
Covenant stand at His left. With them, all of
represented humanity is elevated, raised
and restored and dignified.

“The gift is not like the offense, For if by the
offense of the one man all died, much more
did the grace of God and the gracious gift of
the one man, Jesus Christ, abound for
all....If death began its reign through one
man because of his offense, much more
shall those who receive the overflowing
grace and gift of justice live and reign
through the one man, Jesus Christ”
Romans 5: 15 - 17.

The icon makes the spiritual event present
and actual for us. Through it our minds are
lifted to the spiritual effects that Christ's
Resurrection bestows wupon us. We
experience and know that we are freed frem
sin and death and have been granted new
life. The Resurrection Troparion is the
perfect commentary for all this: “Christ is
risen from the dead. By death He conquered
death and to those in the graves, He
granted life.”

.,,RAiSEDwrth CHRIST

“"Christ i5 Risen!—
Indeed He is Risan!"”

Christ 15 risen from the
dead. by death he con-
quered death, and to all
in the graves He has
granted Life!
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OBJECTIVE: To highlight Ofd Testament proprscies fulfilled in the New
Testament.
Background Scripture: Zechanah 1112 o And they
weighed cut as my wages thirly shekels of silver.” Also Mathow
275 “Thenwas tulfilled what had beenspoken by the r*ru_‘;p"tel

Jeremiah; saying, ‘And they took the thiryy pieces of sijver,

Believers are not startled or surprised by many of the details of the Passion and
Lord’s Resurrection. Long before they occurred, our God told His chosen people
about them. Because we read and study the Scripture which is God's revelation to
us, we have an insight into the transpiring events which contributed to our
redemption. They become meaningful to us. They touch us personally in heart
and soul. At your leisure, prayerfully read the above prophecies and gain a new
understanding of God's unfathomable love for us.



DON'T STOP!!!
You failed many times, fffrhcmgh you may not
rememnder

The first time yow tried to walk, you fell
l!'-:IF”H..'”

The first time you tried to talk, you could
hirdly make a souned.

The first time you dressed yourself, you may
have looked like a clowen.

But you didn't give up!

Did you hit the ball the first time you swuny
i hat?

Did you make a carticheel the fivst time you
tried that? '

Didl you ferk the car the first time you drave
7 stick?

Did you do it perfectly the first time you
tried a magic trick?

Heavy Titters, the ones who hit the most
home runs, also strike out the most, when all is
said and done.

Bube Ruth struck out 1,330 times, but he
also it T14 howe riens.

R H. Macy failed seven times before his store
in New York caught on.

We all fail sometimes; it's part of success.

Just don’t stop trying!
Don’t worry. about ﬁlifuﬂf. Worry about the
chances yote miss when yon don’t coen try |



RESURRECTION SERMONS

St Gregory Nazianzus

“This is the Day of the Resurrection; and for me a fitting begmning. Let us beall
umited in heart, and let us give glory to God on this solemn festival (Is. lxvi 51 Let us
address as brothers even those who hate ug, as also those who love us, dand have helped
us, and have suffered anything on gur behall. Let us forgive all things in the Resarree-
bion

Liet us become like Christ, since Christ became like us. Let us heeome God's because
of Him, since He for us became man, He took upon Himself a low degree that he might
giveusa highersme. Hebecame poor, that through His poverty we might become nich (11
Cor, viii, 9. He took upon Himsell the formr of a servant (Phil. i 7) that we might be
delivered from slavery (Rom. vili. 21). He came down that we might rise up. He was
tempted that we might learn to overcome. He was despised that we might be given
honour, He died that He might save us from death. He ascended to heaven that we whe
lie prone in sin may be lifted up to Him. . and may we all gver be one inJesus Christ,

both riow and in the peace of that life beyond. To Him be glory and honour for ever and
sver. Amen "

St. John Chrysostom: “The Fruits of Christ's Resurrection”

Adam sinned, and died. Christ did not sin; yet he died. This 15 strange and won-
drons: the pne sinned and died, the Othersinned not, yet He died. And why was this? So
that by Higaid Who did net sin he might be freed from the grasp of death who had sin ried
and died. Sowill it happen with regard to money, Oftentimes a man will owe a debt, and
ot having the means to pay he is put in bends: Anather who swes no debst, and has the
means to pay, will deliver him who is liable to punishment, So did it happen with Adam.
Adam was a debtor, and was held in bonds by the devil. But he had not the means to gay
lis dabt. Christ was not a debtor, nor was he under the power of the devil, but He had the
means to pay this debt. He came, and for the one held prisoner by the devil suffered
death, to deliver him. . ..




WISDOM! BE ATTENTIVE

Though the grave had been sealed, from the grave You arose, O Christ our
God, our Life, and though the door had been locked, You appeared among the
discipies, O Resurrection of all, thus You restored for us ap upright spirit
according to Your great mercy. Troparion, Bunday of 8t. Thomas.

Thomas placed his own restless hand into Your life-giving sids, O Christ Ged,
aad since You entersed altbough the doors were locked, ha crisd out to You

with the other aposties: “You are my Lord and my God!” Kontakion, SBunday
of 8t. Thomas.

Great i3 our Lord and mighty in power; to His wisdom there is no end.
Prokimenen; Bunday of 8tf, Thomass.

When the doors were closed and the disciples were gathered together, You
suddecly appeared In thelr midst, O Jesus our Almighty God. You granted
them pesce and filled them the Holy Spirit; You commanded them to wall
and not depasrt from Jerusalem until they were clothed with power from on
high. Therefore, we cry oul to You, O Lerd: Glory to You, our Light, our
Resurrection, and our Peace. Vesper Hymn, Bunday of 8t. Thomas.

Even though the doors were closed, You came to Your disciples, O Christ,
aod Thomas, called the Twin, was pnot with them. Therefore, he did oot
bellave what they told bim. You did not deem him uuworthy for bis lack of
faith, but in Your goodness, You confirmed his faith by showiag him Your
pure side and the wounds in Your bands and feet, He touched them, sod
when be saw You, he confessed You to be neither sn abstract God ner merely
humagn; and he cried out: My Lord and my God, glory to You! Vesper Hymn,
Bunday of 8t. Thomas.

On the elghth day the Saviour came to the doubting disciples. He graoted
them pasce and sald to Thomas: O Apostle, come and touch My bands which
ware plerced by nails. How wonderful is this doubt of Themas/! It brought the
hezrts of bellevers to the koowledge of God. Therefore, he cried out with
fear: My Lord anod my God, glory to Yeu! Vesper Hymn, Sunday of St.
Thomasas.



Did You Know That ...

-.ltfe does not have to be perfeet 1o be wonderful?

-.1he end never justifies the mesnness?

-..you should be a go-giver as well as & go-getter?

-2 muvie ¢ritic gets complimentary tickets so he can make uacomplimentary remarks?
-« procrastimator suffers from hardening of the oughteries?

«with erdinary taleat and extraordinary perseverance, with God’s grace, salvation is attainable?
-t holy person turas great troubles into little ones and little onies into noge at all?

«.to succeed, you do not have to stay up nights; you simply have to stay awake days?
-you should do what you do best; if you're a runser, run; if vou are a Christian, pray?
-.one easy way lo holiness is turning every disaster into a prayer opportunity?

= progress resulls from prayer and persistence with '.purp-um:_?

-..the wise judge by what they see, the foolish by what they hear?

-.LYeryane is trying to accomplish something big, not realizing life is made of little things?
-if you would not write it and sign it, you shouldn’t say it?

.if you do not have a vision for the future, then your luture is threatened to be a repeat of the
past?

- word of encouragement can transform tears into hope?

-..honesty is something vou eannot wear out?



“ Gop IN
‘THREE PERSONS



he early Christians were quick to spol new

heresies. In the third century, Sabellius; a Lib-

yan priest who was staying at Rome, invented
a new one. He claimed there is only bne person in
the Godhead, so that the Father, the Sen, and the
Holy Spirit are all one person with different "of
fices,” rather than three persons who are one being
in the Godhead, as the orthodox position holds.

Of course, people immediately recognized that
Sabelliuss teaching contradicted the historic faith of
the Church; and he was quickly excommunicated.
His heresy became known as Sabellianism, Modal-
ismy and Patripassianism, It was called Sabelliunism
after its founder, Modalism after the three modes or
roles which it claimed the one person of the Trinity
oceupied, and Patripassianism after its implication
that the person of the Father (Pater-) suffered (-pas-
sion) onthe cross when Jesus disg

Because Modalism asserts that there is only one
person in the Godhead, it makes nonsense of pas-
sages which show Jesus talking to his Father (eg.,
Jehn 17}, or declaring he is going to be with the Fa.
ther (John 14:12, 28, 16:10) One role of a person
cannot go w be with another rele of that person, or
say that the two of them will send the Holy Spirit
while they remain in heaven (lohn 14:16-17, 26,
15:26, 16:13-15; Acts 2:32-331.

Medalism quickly died out it was oo contrary to
the ancient Christian faith to survive for long. Un-
fortunately, it was reintroduced in the early twenti-
eth century in the new Pentecostal movement. In its
new form, Modalism is often referred 16 as Jesis Only
theolagy since it claims that Jesus is the only pesen
in the Godhead and that the Father, the Son, and
the Haly Spirit are merely names, modes, or roles of
lesus. Today the United Pentecostal Church, as well



as numerous smaller groups which call themuslves
"apostolic churches,” teach the Jesus Only doctrine.
Through the Word Faith movement, it has begun 1o
infect traditionally Trinitarian Pentecostalism. lroni-
cally, Trinity Broadeasting Network, operated by
Word Faith preacher Paul Crouch, has given a tele-
visian voice to many of these Jesus Only preachers
(who are, of vourse, militantly anti-Trinitarian )-

In the quotes that follow, the Fathers' forceful
rejection of Modalism is shown niot only when they
condemn it by name, but also by passages-in which
they speak of one person of the Trinity being with
another, being sent from another, or speaking to
another.

THE LETTER OF BARNABAS

“And further, my brethren, i e Lord [Jesus] en-
dured to suffer for our soul, he being the Lord of il
the world, to-whom Ged said at the foundation of the
waorld, "Let us make man after our image, and after
our likeness, understand how it was that heendured
to suffer at the hand of men" (Letter of Barnabis 5
[AD, 74] emphasis added).

HERMAS

“The Son of God is older than all his creation, so'that
he became the Father's adviser in his creation, There-
fore also he is ancient” (The Shepherd 12 [A.D. 80)).

[CNATIUS OF ANTIOCH

“jesus Christ . . . was with the Father before the
beginning of time, and in the end was revealed, _ |
- Jesus Christ . , . came forth from one Father and is
with and has gore to one [Father|. . . . [T]here is one



God, whae has manifested himself by Jesus Chirist his
Son, who is his eternal Word, not proceeding fortlh
from silence, and who in al] things pleased him that
sent him” (Letter to the Magnesians 6-8 [AD. 110}
cmphasis added).

JusTin MARTYR

“God speaks in the creation of man with the very
Same design, in the following words: ‘Let us malke
man after our image and likeness’ .. . 1.shall quote
again the words narrated by Moses himself, from
which we can indisputably learn that [Cod] con-
versed with Someone numerically distingt from
himself and also 2 rational being. . . . But this off-

spring who was tnily brought farth from the Father,
was with the Father before all the creatures, and the
Father communed with him® (Dialogue with Trypho
the few 62 [AD, 155]).

POLYCAR? OF SMYRNA

"l praise you forall things, I bless yiou, 1 glarify you,
along with the everlasting and heavenly Jesus Chirist,
vour beloved Son, wath whom, to you and the Holy
Spirit, be glory both now and 1o all coming ages;
Amen® (Martyrdom of Pelycarp 14 [A.D, 155] empha-
sis added).

MATHETES

“[The Father] sent the Word that he might be mani-
fested to the world. . . . This is he who was from the
beginning, who appeared as if new, and was found
old. . . . This is he who, being from everlasting, is
today called the Son” (Letter o Diggnetus 11 [AD.
160] emphasis added),



IRENAELIS

"It was not angels, therefore, who made us nor who
formed us, neither had angels power (o make an
image of Cod, nor anyoneelse. . . . For God did not
stand 1n need of these in order to accomplish what
he had himself determined with himself beforehand
should be done, as if he did not possess his own
hands. For with him [the Father| were always pres-
ent the Word and Wisdom, the $on and the Spirit,
by whim and in whom, freely and spontaneously,
he made all things, to whom also ke speaks, saying,
'Let us make man in our image and likeness” [Gen.
1:36]" (Against Heresies 4:20:1 [A.D. 189] emphasis
added)

TERTULLIAN

"While keeping 1o this demurrer always, there must,
nevertheless, be place for reviewing for thesake of the
instruction and protection of various persens. Other-
wise It might seem that each perverse upinion is not
examined but simply prejudged and condemned,
This is espeaially 5o in the case of the present her-
esy [Sabellianism], which considers itself to have the
pure truth when it supposes that one canpot believe
in the oneonly God inany way other than by saying
thal Father, Son, and Spirit are the selfsame person.
As if one were notall . .. through the unity of sub-
stance” (Against Praxeds 2-3-4 [A.D. 216]).

“Keep always in mind the rule of faith which I pro-
fess'and by which [ bear witness that the Father and
the Son and the Spirit are inseparable from each
other, and then you will understand what is meant



by it. Observe, now, that Isay'the Father is other [dis-
tinct), and the Son is other, and the Spirit is other
<+« 1 say this, however, out of necessi ty, since they
contend that the Father and the Son and the Spirit
are the sellsame persan” (ibid 9:1),

Hirporyris

“Thus. alter the death of Zephyrinus, supposing that
hie had obained [the pesiton] after whicl he 50 ea-
gerly pursiied, he [Pope Callistus| excommunicated
Sabellius, as not entertaining orthodox opinions”
(Refuttation of All Heresies 9.7 [AD.228)),

NOVATIAN

“[Wiho does not acknowledge that the person of the
Son is second after the Fatlier, when he reads that it
was said by the Father consequently 1o the San, ‘Let
Us make man in our image and our likeness’ [Gen:
1:26]7 Or when he reads Jas havinig been said| o
Christ: Thou art my San, this day have | begouen
you Askoof me, and I will give you the heathens for
vour inheritance, and the ends of the eanth tor your
possession” [Ps. 2:7-812 Or when also that beloved
writer says: "The Lord said unto my Lord, Sitthouon
my right band, until I shall make your enemies the
stoal of your feer’ [Ps. 110+ 17 Ot when, unfolding the
prophecies of Isaiah; he finds it written thus: Thus
says the Lord to Christ my Lord'? Or when he reads;

1 came not down from heaven to do mine own will,
but the will of him that sent me' [fohn 6:38]F Or
when he finds it written: ‘Because he who sent me is
greater than I [cf. John 14:24, 28]7 Or when he finds
it placed side by side with others: ‘Moreover, in your
law it is written that the witness of two i$ true. [ bear



wititess of myself, and the Father who sent me bears
witness of me' [of John 8:17-18)2" [Treatise on the
Trimity 26 |A.D, 235]).

“And | should have enough to do were | to endeavor
to gather wgether all the passages [of the Rind in
the previous quaotation| . since the divine Scrip-
ture, not so much of the ©ld as also of the New
Testament, everywhere shows him to be bom of the
Father, by whom all things were made, and witheut
whom nothing was made, who always has abeyed
and obeys the Father; that he always has power aver
all things, but as delivered, as granted, as by the
Father himself permitted to him. And what can be
so evident proef that this is not the Father, but the
Son; as-that he is set forth as being obedient to God
the Father, uniess, if he be believed to be the Father,
Chrst may be said ta be subjected ta anather God
the Father? " fibid.)

Pore DIONYSILS

“Next, then, I may propery turn to those wha divide
and cutapart and destroy the monarchy, the most
sacred proclamation of the Church of God, making
of it, as it were, three powers, distino substances,
and three godheads. | have heard that some of your
catechists-and teachers of the divine Word take the
lead in this tenet, They are, so to speak, diametri-
cally opposed to the opinion of Sabellius; He, in his
blasphemy, says that the Sun is the Father and vice
versa” (Lewers of Pope Dienysius to Bishop Dionysius of
Alexandria 1:1 |AD. 262]).

GREGORY THE WONDERWORKER

“But some treat the Holy Trinity in an awful man-
ner, when they confidently assert that there are not



three persons, and intoduce (the idea of) a person
devoid of subsistence. Wherefore we clear surselves
of Sabellius, who says that the Father and the San
are the same [person]. . . . We forswear this, because
we believe that three persons—namely, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit—are declared 1o possess the one
Godhead: for the one divinity showing fself forth
according to nature in the Trinity establishes the
oneness of the nature” (A Sevtional Confession of
Faith 8 |A.D. 262]).

“Butif they say, "How can theré be three persons, and
hew but ane divinity? we shall make this reply: That
there are indeed three persons, inasmuch as there is
one person of God the Father, and one of the Lord
the Son, and one of the Holy Spirit; and yet that
there s but one divinity, inasmuch as . . . there is
ore substance in the Trinity" (ibid., 14),

METHODIUS

“TFor the kingdom of the Father, of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost, is one even as their substance is
ane and their dominion one. Whence also, with one
and the same aderation, we worship the one deity
tn three persons, subsisting without beginning,
uncreated. without end, and to which there is na
successor, For neither will the Father ever cease 1o
be the Father, nor again the Son to be the Son and
King, nor the Holy Chost to be what in substance
and personality he is; For nothing of the Tri nity will
suffer diminution, either in respect of eternity, or
of communion, or of sovereignty” (Oration on the
Pialms 5 [A.D. 305]).



ATHANASIUS

“|The Trinity] is a Trinity not merely in name orin a
figurative manner of speaking; rather, it is.a Trinity’
in truth and in actual existence: Just as the Father is
he that is, so also his Ward is one thar is and is God
over all. And neither s the Holy Spint nonexistent
but actually exists and has true being. Less than these
the Catholic Church does not hold) lest she sink 1o
the level of the lews of the present time, imitators
of Cataphas, or to the level of Sabellius” (Letrers o
Serapiont 1:2B |A.D. 35%]).

"Ihey |the Father and the Son} are one, not a3 one
thing now divided into two, but really constituting
only one, nor as one thing twice named, so that the
same becomes at one time the Father and at another
his own Son. This later is what Ssbellivg held, and
he was judged a heretic. On the contrary, they are
two, because the Father is Fatherand 15 nat hisiown
Som; and the Son is Sen and not his own Father”
(Discourses Against the Arinns 314 [A.D, 360]).

FuLcENTIUS OF RUSPE

“See, it short you have it that the Father is one, the
Som another, and the Holy Spirit anather; in persan,
each is other, but in nature they are not other. In this
regard he |Christ] says; ‘The Father and |, we are one'
|lohn 10:30]. He teaches us that 'ong' refers to their
natureand ‘we are’ to their persons. In like manner it
is said, There are three whao bear witness in heaven,
the Father, the Word, and the Spirit, and these three
are one’ [cf. 1 John 5:7]. Let Sabellius hear ‘we are;
let him hear ‘three, and let him believe that there are
three persons” (The Trinity 4:1 [A.D. 513]).






Jesus Is Alive!

Many of the rulers in Jerusalem did not like Jesus.
They were very mean to Him.
Then, they killed Jesus.
But Jesus came back to hife!

Connect the dots.
Then color the picture.
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Jesus gave His life to save us from our sins.
But Jesus is alive today!

Draw a picture of what you can give to Jesus.




CHRIST LIVES IN ME

"EYESTO EARSTO
LOOK TO HEAR HIS
GOD WORD
HANDSTO é LIPS TO
SERVE PRAISE
HIM HIM
HEART TO FEETTO
LOVE WALK HIS
HIM WaY

OBJECTIVE: To illustrate the serigtural concept "Christ lives in me.” Background
Scripture: V. . . Christ liveth in me: .. " Galatians 2:20

Make a list of how Christ lives in you.



LET US FOLLOW ST. THOMAS IN BELIEF

ach year, on the Sunday after Pascha, our Church tells

the story of Doubting Thomas. Imagine the unending &

compassion of Christ, who let Himself be examined by His waw:rmg
apostle. This was done to assure Thomas of the reality of the
Resurrection.  One of the proofs Jesus offered to show were the wounds
of His body. The sacred wounds were visible on His hands, feet, and
in His side, where the spear had pierced the flesh.

The most beautiful hands are those that bear the marks of service
and sacrifice. These were hands that Christ showed to His Apostle,
Today, too, those whe render faithful service in the name of Christ will
share in the blessedness of the resurrection.

Happily, 5t. Thomas® story doesn’t end with unbelief, but with belicf
in the resurrected Lord. We all may have our moment of doubt; but
let us bring them to Christ, as Thomas did. Let us join him in
proclaiming this day our faith in the Savior: “My Lord and my God!”

The Troparion for the day eloquently proclaims: “When the tomb
was sealed, O Christ our God, Thou the Life didst rise from the grave;
and when the doors were closed, Thou the Resurrection of all, didst
stand among Thy disciples, and through them, according to Thy great
mercy, didst renew a right spirit within uvs.”
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