


Saint Paul the Apostle Orthodox Church

24 BURKE ROAD FREEHOLD, NJ 07728

Sundau after the Nativity in the flesh of our Lord, December 28, 2014
God and Saviour Jesus Christ

Father Robert E Lucas, Pastor: Rectory 215-862-9227; Parish Center 732-780-3158

Subdeacon Daniel J. Korba and Nikitas Tsokris,

Cantors

We Are A Stewardship Parish Of Time, Talent and Treasure

The mission of our parish faith commumity is to teach the Gospel message in the rich tradition of the Orthadox
Church; to enable people to reflect the image of Jesus Christ in every day activities of life: to offer spiritual
formation through changing times; and to celebrate community among Orthodox believers in our Freehold area.
We of St Paul the Apostle Parish dedicate ourselves 0 maintaining the sanctity of worship and spiritual
enlightenment in a family environment that reaches and involves all ages and unifies al] peaple,

We believe in the spirit of ecumenism in which we share our faith by word and example and extend our spiritual
insights to all people.

We accept the responsibility of Christian Stewardship that through generous giving we may all experience a faith
communion with Christ as the Center of our lives,

We dedicate ourselves 1o insuring the well-being of all people so that we may truly experience the message of
Christ’s salutary gospel,

We are a beacon on a hill with the eyes of many upon us; that beacon is the inspired Light of Christ which must
shine brightly in our lives.

It is not ourselves we preach but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. For God,
whao said, 'Let light shine out of darkness, ' has shone in our hearts, that we in turn might make known the glory
of God shining on the Jace of Christ, This treasure we Possess in earthen vessels to make it clear thar irs
Surpassing power comes from God and not from us. We are afflicted in every way possible, but not crushed:
Perplexed. but not driven (o despair; persecuted. but not Sorsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in us 2 Corinthians 4: 5

"

GLAD TIDINGS

ot We conclude our celebration today with festival anocinting. The Customary greeting is “Christ Is Born!™ to
which we respond, “Glorify Him!"

-+ We pray all are generous as the Wise Men in honoring the new-born Saviour of the world with a
generous stewardship offering,



+H In our exuberant joy over the Nativity of our Lord, there is no fasting until the Feast of
Theophany, January 6.

++4 The next Pirohi Sale will be Saturday, January 17.

+++  Every Monday, we have prayerful devotions before the Myrrh bearing icon at 6:00 PM.
Everyone is invited to be present in praise. The Birthgiver invites us to manifest our faith in response to
her first shown love, to unite our prayers with hers for the salvation of our souls. Invite your friends and
neighbors to join us,

+++ Please keep the intentions of these members of our parish intercession community in your daily
prayers: Father George, Anna, Barbara, Betty, James, Yevlogia, Nicholas, Maria, Cynthia, Nicholas,
Pani Anna Marie and Andrea.

t++  The sign-up sheet for both the Web Site and Bulletin sponsors is on the bulletin board in the
kitchen, Please sign up as soon as possible. Do NOT make payment until your sign-up month has arrived,
This will make it easier for Father to keep track of payments. Thanks in advance to all who support the
parish in this way.

++ We offer thanks to the Blessed Trinity for inspiring generosity in the souls of our faithful and the
blessing of abundant grace in our midst with the offering received last Sunday: Tithe Offering, $1136.00;
Candles, $41.00; Kitchen, $509.00, for a total of 51686.00. We express our profound gratitude to the
parishioner communicants who offer their God-given treasure and labored for the sake of the Lord and
the good of our parish. God bless and reward you good and faithful souls!

o+ As faithful believers, we intercede and associate ourselves in prayer with the following who have
prayed and offered seven day lights for their intentions: Father Lueas, Maria Idronmenos, Anna
Zacharyczuk, Bob Gorbich, Marilyn Korba and Pani Buletza,

+++  We make a PENNIES FROM HEAVEN Canister available for aur faithful to bring in pennies for our
altar and its appointments, We are already in receipt of $1819.00 from this apostolate, Even vour pennies can
help and are a blessing to our parish.

++ Flease be certain to see a member of the Parish Council if you would like to help our parish by using
Shop Rite Food Coupons available in $20.00 denominations, We invite ALL to be caring and supportive and
use Grocery Coupons for food shopping as we have gratefully realized $5750 on this project to date!

+HH The Clothing Drive is a permanent on-going project in our parish. Please bring any type of
clothing and fabrics along with stuffed animals and shoes for the benefit of our parish. The bags can be
left in the vestibule or on the front porch of the rectory. Please invite your friends and neighbors to assist
us in disposing of unwanted clothing, shoes and fabrics.

+++ We invite all pray the Lord our God granis us the grace of enrichment of our spiritual lives for
his glory.



Father Abraham, Father Joseph

There is something strongly engaging and impressive in God's revelation to us about
the life of St. Joseph: “Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them...And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature and in favor with God
and men” Luke 51, 52. The son of God was raised and formed, that is to say, as
any little boy should be reared, growing day by day in the practical and moral skills of
life, the formation of character taken seriously and sincerely, even commensurately
as He grew in height and build. While God's son assumed humanity in his mother's
womb, it was Joseph who taught him what it means how to be a man in God's image.
Thus Joseph was to leave the formational mark or character of his own manhood on
the God-Man. Jesus, in his hometown was known as “..the carpenter's son”
Matthew 13: 55.

Few writers have been inspired to witness much exegetical insight into the vocation
of St. Joseph who was a man of virtue and who so deserved to be so honored by our
heavenly Father that was he has been called, and was believed to be, the father of
God.

We can detect the subtle suggestions dropped in the Gospel of St. Matthew as St.
Joseph, the foster father is compared to his Old Testament counterpart, Joseph the
Patriarch. Both men were men of chastity, unwilling to touch women who did not
belong to them. Each man, likewise, was driven into Egypt by the ill-will of others, in
the first case by the older sons of Jacob, and in the second, by King Herod, the
avowed enemy of God.

Both men were given divine messages in their dreams. The older Joseph provided
grain, not only for himself, but for all people, while the later Joseph received for safe
keeping the Living Bread from heaven, both for himself and likewise for the whole
world.

In the scriptural genealogies, the lineage of Jesus is traced back to David, not
through his mother, but through Joseph to whom Jesus had no biological relationship
(Matthew 1:16; Luke 3: 23 — 31). Thus, Jesus inherited the messianic title, “Son of
David,” not through Mary, but through the man who served him, literally in loco
parentis



We are thus impressed by Joseph'’s Davidic lineage. Truly of the house of David, this
man truly descended from the royal stem. noble in lineage, more noble in mind and
heart and soul. Indeed he is a son of David, not only in flesh and blood and bone, but
also in faith, in holiness, in devotion, vocation and faith response. Our heavenly
Father found him, as it were, another David, a man after his own heart, to whom He
could safely commit the most secret, intimate and profoundly most sacred purpose of
heaven's heart, to whom. as to the former David, He manifested the deep and

not seen, and to hear, but had not heard. And he was given, not only to see and
hear, but also to carry, to lead, to actually embrace, to kiss, to nurture and to guard
the Creator God in the flesh!

Every vocation is unique, surely in the sense the Good Shepherd calls each of his
sheep by its own proper name. Still, there was something more particularly unique
about the vocation of St Joseph, foster Father.

Just how does a man learn the proper form and methodology for being the foster-
father of God's Son come in the flesh and the Spouse of that divine Son’s virgin
mother? One suspects that since there is no manual on the subject, Joseph was
obliged simply to follow God's call wherever it led. He continued to live his life of faith.
Like Abraham, “He went out, not knowing where he was going” Hebrews 11:8. And
if Abraham, in thus following God in pure unadulterated faith, is called “our father”
Romans 4: 12, there must be meaningful some sense in which St. Joseph serves as

our foster-father as well.

With such a distinctive and demanding vocation, we might excuse Joseph if, on
occasion, he sometimes felt anxious and insecure. The available evidence, however,
indicates this was not the case. St. Joseph appears four times in the Gospel of St.
Matthew, and each time he is sound asleep because he trusts in the providence of
Almighty God. Whatever troubles Joseph encountered they did not include insomnia
or anxiety. His vocation was not simply difficult, it was impossible. Consequently, he
realized that all of it, in the end, depended not on himself but on God's grace. And he
so nobly fulfilled everything asked of him by our heavenly Father!



WISDOM! BE ATTENTIVE

O Jesus, enthroned on high together with Your eternal Father and divine
Spirit; You condescended to be born on earth of a maiden and virgin
mother. On the eighth day, You were circumcised. Praised be your most
noble decision; praised be your plan of salvation; praised be Your
condescension. O Lord, You alone love mankind! Troparion, Feast of the
Circumcision of our Lord.

The Lord of all endures circumcision and His goodness purifies the sins of
men and grants salvation to the world today. Therefore, Basil the priest
and torchbearer of the Creator, the divine mystic of Christ, rejoices on high
Kontakion, Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord.

The Saviour condescended and accepted for the sake of mankind to be
mrapped in swaddling clothes. For His mother, He was eight days old, and
for His Father, He was eternal. He did not disdain circumcision in the flesh.
O you faithful, let us cry out to Him: “You are our God; have mercy on us!”
Vesper Hymn, Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord.

The most merciful God did not disdain circumcision. He offered Himself
instead as a symbol and example of salvation to all. He made the Law, and
yet submitted Himself to its commands and to what the prophets had
foretold of Him. O our God Who hold all things in Your hands and yet were
wrapped in swaddling clothes; O Lord, glory be to You! Vesper Hymn, Feast
of the Circumcision of our Lord.

Your voice resounds throughout the world which has accepted the lessons
so well taught by you. You have given explanation of divine truths, you have
clarified the nature of created things, and you have made a rule of life for
men. By your royal priesthood, O venerable father Basil, intercede with
Christ to save our souls Troparion, Feast of St. Basil the Great.

Father Basil, you have acquired the virtues of the saints; the humility of
Moses, the zeal of Elias, the faith of Peter, the divine intuition of John, and
like Paul you did not cease to repeat: “Who is weak and I am not weak?
Who stumbles and I do not burn?” Since you are in the company of all the
saints, intercede for the salvation of our souls Vesper Hymn, Feast of St
Basil the Great.



of victory can be yours
if

you cooperate with freely bestowed
grace
and pursue
God’s will
instead of your own!
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JEyzantine <

We should offer up doxologies to God with fear and a contrite
heart, in order that they be accepted like fragrant incense St.
John Chrysostom.

Nothings so arouses the soul, gives it wing, scts it free from the
earth, releases it from the prison of the body, teaches it to love
wisdom and to despise all the things of this life, as concordant
melody and sacred song composed in rhythm St. John
Chrysostom.

Psalmody, bringing about corporate singing, a bond as it were,
toward unity, and joining people into a harmonious union of
one voice, produces also the greatest of blessings: Love St
Basil the Great.

Pray gently, and calmly, sing with understanding the rhythm,
then you will soar like a young eagle into the heavens.
Psalmody calms the passions and curbs the unmntml!ed(
>impuheﬁ of the body Ewvagrious the Solitary.

.
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esus,
Lover of Our Souls

Jesus, lover of our souls, let us to your bosom fly.

Help us to experience your unconditional love,
O Lord.

Embrace us with your grace and mercy until we
feel that we can sin no more,

We feel battered; we've had rough places in
our reiatiﬂnships and at work.

Reassure us that your love is unending,
when all has failed.

Undergird us with your loving arm, soothe us
with our gentle touch, and enable us to

praise you, O God.
Praise God! Praise God! Haﬂtlujﬁh! AMEN.



Au thor—Malachi, whese name means “angel” or “messenger.” Whatever he
&;/Pr_ophfned that very day an angel of God appeared and repeated his
message. Malachi spoke with his angel face-to-face as to a friend. Malachs
was born in Sopha (Supha), of thie tribe of Levi, after the return of the
. captives from Babylon, He prophesied after the consecration of the mmple in
Jerusalem, 515 BC. He is commemorated on Janiuary 3.

E‘Qg{;— 500-350 B, based on the contents of thc b:}ak.

}‘Pf.:’]' -L'-'_.*' Theme— Tuin from sin, for the day of the Lord is coming. Malachi
E‘; considers the temple, the priesthood, and true worship as the spiritual
~foundation not anly for the peoplé of his day, but also for the messianic
kingdom to come. Even in the midst of a multitude of sins and evildoings,
Malachi looked ahead with hope to see a new day dawning when Elijah
« (that 15, John the Bapust) would be sent and the darkness would disappear

with the coming of the Chrst.

Bﬂ(kg_{?&{ rm’ After the reconstriiction of the templ-: the Israelites beg gan
% grumbling agamnst God, tmglfrnnﬂ' true worship. In spite of the many umes
God had delivered them, the people were ungrateful and forgot their hastory,
: saying, “And how has God shown His love?” (1:2). The priesthood neglected
: ‘their sacred duties, no longer teaching the Law, accepting inferior sacrifices
| (1:7,8) from men who oppressed the widows and orphans, and abandoning
i_ their lawful wives and children (2:14-16). Empty ritnalism, hypocrisy,
E irreverence, apostasy, sorcery, and idolatrous pmcﬁ::es were common {3:5).
\ Because of the sins of the priests and the people, droughts, discase, and
musfortunes were mmmnnplace.Tﬁe Book of Malachi addresses these issues.

EO line
3 L Intraduction (1:1) !V Tiching Will Restore God's Blessing
. Gody Love for Tecasl (1:2-5) ¢ (3:7b—15)
1L lsmael Rebuked for Unfaithfulness ! VI The Faithful Will Be Vindicated {3:16-18)
(1:6—2:17) ! VILThe Day of the Lord (3:19-24)

s The Messiah's Coming Judgment (3:1-7a)
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In The Hope Of The New Year

As we reflect back on the past year, the few victories we achieved seem to be far
overshadowed by the mistakes. But that is the way it will always be when we review our
works and not God’s.

Reflect on the victories; were they accomplished only when we joined forces with God?
Contemplate the failures: did they not all occur when we went at it alone? As an
unknown poet has captured the spirit...

He came to my desk with quivering lip;
The lesson was done.
“Have you a new sheet for me dear teacher?
I have spoiled this one!”

I took the sheet, all soiled and blotted,
And gave him a new one, all unspotted.
Then into his tired heart I smiled:

Do better now, my child.

I went to the throne with trembling heart;
The year was finally done.

“Have you a new year for me, dear master?
I have spoiled this one!”

He took my year, all soiled and blotted,
And gave me a new one, all unspotted,
Then into my tired heart He smiled:
“Do better now, my child!™

Forget the past, It is behind us and cannot be reclaimed (Philippians 3: 13). Learn from
its mistakes; learn from its successes, but do not linger on either. God has given us a new
sheet, a new year, and with it, new opportunities. Let us commit ourselves now to the
work of God that the victories of this year may far outnumber defeats. “Do better now,
my child!”
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Herod’s Temple
20 8.c.—A.D.T0

Bagun in 20 6.0, Harod's new
Siruciure towerad 15 staries high,
following the foor dimansions o the
formas tarmples in the Haly Place and J//
the Mosi Holy Place, The high
sanciuary shown here in a cutaway
vaerw was Buill on the site of the former
lempias of Solomon and Terubbabal,
and was complated
in just 18 months,

\I

e ———

The
outer
Cours i f
surrcunding (he temple mount
Wera not complated until 4 o 64, The antire
siriciure was demodished by the Romans inan 70

Dirmensions of roome, steps, doorways, comices and axtanor
Maasuramants ara maentonsd in hisiory (Josaphus and the
Mizhnah) bul are subject in interpretation, and all drawings vary




MEASURED ON A “TRUE SCALE”

dve you ever noticed while filing up your car with gasoline, there is a
ﬂ‘ sticker certifying that the pump has been inspected. It states that the

dispenser has been checked and is distributing a true “one gallon” of gas,
In this way, the consumer is guaranteed of “getting what he paid for.” Without it
you may be paying for one thing, but receiving much less,

God has even “weighed in" on this vital subject. “Do not act dishonestly
in using measures of length or weight or capacity” He proclaims to
Moses, as told in Leviticus 19. “You shall have a true scale and true
weights.” The passage goes on, reminding the listener that the one Who gives
this law is the Almighty. Notice that we referred to it as a LAW and not as a
SUGGESTION.

The challenge of living a holy life is to be honest in our dealings with others
‘around us. This pertains to both our PERSONAL as well as our PROFESSIONAL
lives. How often do we hear an account of a person “skirting the law” in their
business dealings to gain unjust profits? There are instances in sports of athletes
‘bending the rules’ 1o gain an unfair advantage. At times we hear about elected
officials, chosen to work on behalf of the public's well-being, allowing the poor to
be cheated and exploited by neglect, or even worse, by design.

We cannot turn away from what we see or hear, fearing to offend those doing
wrong. We must confront unfairness and demand justice from others in their
dealings. When the day comes that we meet our Maker, our thoughts and actions
will be measured on that “Tyue Scale.”
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