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We Are A Stewardship Parish Of Time, Talent and Treasure

The mission of our parish faith community is to teach the Gospel message in the rich tradition of the Orthodox
Church; to enable people to reflect the image of Jesus Christ in every day activities of life; to offer spiritual
formation through changing times; and to celebrate community among Orthodox believers in our Freehold area,
We of St. Paul the Apostle Parish dedicate ourselves to maintaining the sanctity of worship and spiritual
enlightenment in a family environment that reaches and involves all ages and unifies all people.

We believe in the spirit of ecumenism in which we share our faith by word and example and extend our spiritual
insights to all people.

We accept the responsibility of Christian Stewardship that through generous giving we may all experience a faith
communion with Christ as the Center of our lives,

We dedicate ourselves to insuring the well-being of all people so that we may truly experience the message of
Christ's salutary gospel.

We are a beacon on a hill with the eyes of many upon us; that beacon is the inspired Light of Christ which must
shine brightly in our lives,

It i not ourselves we preach but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. For God,
wha said ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts, that we in turn might make known the glory
af God shining on the face of Christ, This treasure we possess in earthen vessels to make it clear that its
surpassing power comes from God and not from us. We are afflicted in every way possible, but not crushed;
perplexed. but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken: struck down, but not destroved: always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested inus 2 Corinthians 4: 5 -
8

GLAD TIDINGS

et This Tuesday is the simple feast of the Nativity of 5t. John the Baptist. In anticipation, the Divine L]'r.'I.ITg}’
will be celebrated Monday evening at 7: 30 PM. Please come and join us in prayver and praise.

H+ Every Monday, we have prayerful devotions before the Myrrh bearing icon at 6:00 PM. Everyone
is invited to be present in praise. The Birthgiver invites us to manifest our faith in response to her first



shown love, to unite our prayers with hers for the salvation of our souls. Invite vour friends and
neighbors to join us.

+++ We are in the Apostles’ Fast and we remind our faithful to sacrifice deliberately and faithfully
for the cause of Christ and our parish. As we intensify our spiritual life, so our faith is rewarded with
SUCCEss.

+++ Please keep the intentions of these members of our parish intercession community in yvour daily
prayers: Father George, Anna, Barbara, Betty, James, Yevlogia, Maria, Pani Anna Marie. Andrea and
Father George.

+H+ The sign-up sheet for both the Web Site and Bulletin sponsors is on the bulletin board in the
kitchen. Please sign up as soon as possible. Do NOT make payment until your sign-up manth has arrived.
This will make it easier for Father to keep track of payments. Thanks in advance to all who support the
parish in this way.

+4++ We offer thanks to the Blessed Trinity for inspiring generosity in the souls of our faithful and the
blessing of abundant grace in our midst with the offering received last Sunday: Tithe Offering, $537.00;
Candles, $45.00; Pentecost, $5.00, for a total of 3587.00. We express our profound gratitude to the
parishioner communicants who offer their God-given treasure and labored for the sake of the Lord and
the good of our parish. God bless and reward you good and faithful souls!

+++ As faithful believers, we intercede and associate ourselves in prayer with the following who have
prayed and offered seven day lights for their intentions: Father Lucas, Anna Zacharyczuk, Eleanor
Korba, Marilyn Korba and Pani Buletza.

+++ We make a PENNIES FROM HEAVEN Canister available for our faithful to bring in pennies for our
altar and its appointments. We are already in receipt of $1809.00 from this apostolate. Even your pennies can
help and are a blessing to our parish.

-+ Please be certain to see a member of the Parish Council if vou would like to help our parish by using
Shop Rite Food Coupons available in $20.00 denominations. We invite ALL to be caring and supportive and
use Grocery Coupons for food shopping as we have gratefully realized 55750 on this project to date!

+++ The Clothing Drive is a permanent on-going project in our parish. Please bring any type of
clothing and fabrics along with stuffed animals and shoes for the benefit of our parish. The bags can be
left in the vestibule or on the front porch of the rectory. Please invite your friends and neighbors to assist
us in disposing of unwanted clothing, shoes and fabrics.

. Woe invite all pray the Lord our God grants us an enrichment of our spiritual lives for his glory.
+++ Work is about to begin on the exterior of our building with the soffit being replaced completely so that

new gutters and down spouts may be installed. Plans are being made to have the dome refurbished and
reinstalled on the roof,



Teacu
Us

When Worry Plagues Us

Cast all your care upon him, for he cares for you 1 Peter 5:7.
Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God believe also in me John 14: 1.

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, 1o which you are also called in one body; and
be thankful Colossians 3: 13.

You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you
Isaiah 26: 3.

Dismiss all anxiety from your minds. Present your needs to God in every form of prayer
and in petitions full of gratitude. Then God’s own peace which is beyond all
understanding, will stand guard over your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus Philippians
4: 6, 7.

T will lie down in peace and sleep, because you, O Lord alone make me dwell in safety
Psalms 4: 8.

But my God will supply all your needs according to his riches in glory by Jesus Christ
Philippians 4: 19.

To be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace Romans 8:
6.



WISDOM! BE ATTENTIVE

The stone was sealed by the Jews, soldiers guarded Your most pure body!
And You, O Saviour, arose on the third day granting life to the world. The
heavenly powers acclaimed You, O Giver of Life: Glory to Your Resurrection,
O Christ! Glory to Your majesty. Glory to Your plan of salvation. You alone
love mankind Troparion, Resurrection Tone One.

You, being God, arose in glory from the grave, raising the world with You.
Mankind praises You as God; Death reigns no more. Adam sings with
exultation, O Lord; Eve freed from bondage cries joyfully: O Christ, it is You
Who gives Resurrection to alll Eontakion, Resurrection Tone One.

May Your kindness O Lord, be upon us who have put our hope in You!
Prokimenon, Resurrection Tone One,

Let us sing a hymn of praise to the Lord; He freely was crucified. He
suffered and was buried for us; He arose from the dead. Let us all say: O

Christ, confirm Your Church in the Orthodox faith. Give us Your peace. You
are graclous and You love mankind Vesper Hymn, Tone One.

The prophecy of Isaiah has been fulfilled in you, o Virgin! You have given
birth, and after birth you remained the same. The Lord born of you is God;
He has renewed all creation. Do not reject the supplications we offfer to you,
O Mother of God. You have carried the compassionate Lord; have pity on
those who come to You. Intercede for the salvation of our souls Vesper
Hymn, Tone One.

Let creation rejoice; let the heavens be glad. Let all people cheerfully clap
their hands. Christ our Saviour has nailed our sins to His Cross. He has
crushed death by His death. He has granted life to us by raising Adam; he
alone loves mankind Vesper Hymn, Tone One.

Let us sing a hymn of praise to the Word. He is co-eternal with His Father.
He was born of the Virgin in a wondrous way. He freely accepted crucifixion
and death for us. He arose in glory. Let us all say: Glory to You, O Lord,
Life-giver and Saviour of our souls! Vesper Hymn, Tone One.



% OLD TESTAMENT PRIESTS *

J The Hebrew word for “priest” is kahen. He is the Levite who stood as intercessor for the
{ people before God. Old Testament priests offered up gifts and sacrifices to the Lord on
é behalf of the propie, that they might be reconciled to Him.

{ The Lord directed Moses to construct the mbernacle (Fx 25:1--27:21). Then He
" established a permanent, hereditary priesthood, beginning with Moses® brother Agron
and continuing through Aaron’s sons (Ex 28:1). The priests were sanctified, or consecrated,
with holv ot (Ex 30:22-30). Their holy garments of finely woven and richly decorated mate-

fal were for the honor and glory of God (Ex 28:2-39).

After Aaron’s death, “the Lord separated the tribe of Levi [Aaron™s tibe] to bear the ark
of the covenant of the Lord, 1o stand before the Lord, to minister to Him, and to bless in His
name” (Dt 10:8). Besides the various sacrifices, the priests blessed the people (Nm 6:23-235),
maintained the tabernacle (fater, the temple) and its grounds (Nm 18:1-7), received tithes and
offerings (Nm 18:8-32), supervised purification procedures (Lv 13:1—14:57), aceed as judges
(Dr 17:8-13) and raught the Law (Dt 33:8-11). Only male Levites administered the liturgical

nes.

7 NEW TESTAMENT PRIESTS

From the Christian perspective, the authority of the levitcal priesthood ended when
Christ willingly offered Himself up to the Father as a perfect sacrifice on the cross, typified hy
the curtain being torn asunder in the emple (Mt 27:51).

Orthodox Christians believe the priesthood of the Church is Christ’s priesthood, with the
Eucharist as the first-fruit offering. Concerning the Eucharist, St. John Chrysostom notes, “It
is not men who sanctify this offering. It is the Same One who sanctificd the first one [the Last
Supper | who alse sanctifies this one . . . Chrst cven now is present, and even now acs.” In
the Divine Liturgy, the celebrant prays, “Thou Thyself art the One wheo offers and is affered,
whao accepts and is distibuted.” The Church retains the male priesthood because the Man
Christ Jesus, the Son of God, officiates at every Eucharistic service in and through His bish.
aps, priests and deacons. The clergy do not serve in the place of Christ; rather, Christ Himself
serves in them,

- 5t John Chrysostom marvels at how the “fearful and awe-inspiring symbols™ of the levid
cal pricsthood are now “outshone by a splendor greater still” (see 2Co 3:10), namely the new
covenant priesthood, He writes:

When you sec the Lord sacrificed and lying before you, and the priest standing over the

sacrifice and praying, and all who partake being instilled with that precious blood, can you

think that you are still among men and sull standing on earth? Are you not at once teans-
ported 1o heaven? . . He who sits above with the Father is at that moment held in our
hands, and gives Himself to those who wish to clasp and embrace Him . . . how grear is
the honor which the grace of the Spint has bestowed on priests, -

While the ordained priesthood serves on behalf of all, every believer—baptized and
anointed—is 2 member of God’s royal pricsthood, This pricstly calling of all believers is fore-
tld in Exodus 19:6: “You shall be to Me 4 royal priesthood and a holy nation” (see also i
Is 61:6), and finds its fulfillment in the Church, the new Istacl: “You are . | . a royal '&,‘
priesthood,  holy nation™ (1Pt 2:9; see also 2:5: Rev 1:5, 6). Thus, all Christians are ﬁl}_f
called to offer all of creation back to God, with praise and thanksgiving. And in this Falss
work, man and creation become evermore reconciled with God. S



Is Jesus Exclusive?

Jesus said... ] am the way, the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me
John 14: 6.

So many times those not embraced by the love and grace of Christ outside the Orthodox
Church are offended when they hear Jesus is exclusively the only way to heaven. They like
their own way and attempt salvation by their own means. But the genuine believer knows
Jesus is not exclusive. He died on the cross and rose from the grave and established the
vehicle of salvation, our blessed Church so that anyore could come and approach him for
salvation in eternal life!

What a profound and great understanding and insight. Orthodox Christianity is not an
exclusive club limited to an elite few who fit the perfect profile and expectation. Everyone is
welcome regardless of color, class or clout.

In spite of this wonderful truthful reality, Christ’s claim to be the only way to our heavenly
Father continues to offend. We here in America are caught up in the so-called democratic
process where we think the only solution to political problems is also the solution to the
destiny of our soul. If the majority likes something and votes for it, we are content because it
expresses the mind and voice of the people, thinking erroneously that the “voice of the people
is the voice of God.” This is not the mind of the Creator nor the expression of the Orthodox

Church,

Yet Jesus the only way, the only option that works. All are guilty before God and are sinners
and cannot help ourselves. Our sin has to be dealt with and our separation which is a result of
sin must be reconciled on God's terms, not our own convenient interpretations and
misunderstandings. To us has been entrusted the truth of heaven which we must make alive.
No other offers what Jesus provides in his victory over sin and death, regardless how lofty and

appealing it might sound.

The gospel and its truth is offensive to some, but it is the wonderful truth that God loves us
enough to enter our world and take care of our biggest life problem: SIN. And as long as sin is
the problem, the world, the entire world, all of the world, needs Jesus Christ. If we embrace
the good news that Jesus is a non-exclusive Saviour and share it with others, how gloriously
will our God be exalted and the world brought to perfection.



Second Sunday After Pentecost

Regional All Saints Commemoration

It is an enlightening truth when we discover that real life comes only when we count
everything as secondary, even tertiary, to serving God. Unfortunately, many persons
live all their lives without knowing that precious truth. The local, regional saints whom
we honor and remember certainly knew the grace heaven offered them was to be
" immediately appropriated and invested, living and proclaiming God’s will be done in
every circumstance of living.

There are others who discover it when life collapses and they do not know where else to
turn but God. Some are driven to recognition of this truth when ill for protracted
periods. After all, lying on their backs, recovering from illness, they have no where else
to look but to heaven above, the throne of our Lord, our God and Creator whom
circumstances finally force them to confront and encounter in all his loving and
magnanimous mercy.

A famous persons who was in a recent plane crash said that now he looks at all of life in
a different manner, having discovered life is more than fame and meney and influential
power. It is making one’s life count for something by serving God and one’s fellow
human beings. This was the motivation of all of the local American saints, canonized in
recent years as the Church matures and recognizes the inspiring work of the Holy
Spirit among us.

How many times have we known someone or read about someone who went through a
terrible illness or some other crisis and came out a much different and better person? It
has happened in our circumstances as well. A woman who was overwhelmed by the
continually repeated conditions of her life wrote in desperation initially to her former
parish priest. Writing about all she learned from the pain of her experiences, she
admitted, “Now I am closer to where you are.” She finally was placed in continuing
circumstances which proved the value of a spiritual life, the importance of putting God
and the Kingdom of God first in one’s life.

It was genuine faith which inspired all the souls recognized by the Church in
manifesting their inspired wisdom of life. After all, very practically, when everything
else fails, who else is there to truly count on but our heavenly Father? Who else






