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We Are A Stewardship Parish Of Time, Talent and Treasure

The mission of our parish faith community is to teach the Gospel message in the rich tradition of the Orthodox
Church; to enable people to reflect the image of Jesus Christ in every day activities of life: 1o offer spiritual
formation through changing times; and to celebrate community among Orthodox believers in our Freehold area.
We of St. Paul the Apostle Parish dedicate ourselves to maintaining the sanctity of worship and spiritual
enlightenment in a family environment that reaches and involves all ages and unifies all people.

We believe in the spirit of ecumenism in which we share our faith by word and example and extend our spiritual
insights to all people.

We accept the responsibility of Christian Stewardship that through generous giving we may all experience a faith
communion with Christ as the Center of our lives.

We dedicate ourselves to insuring the well-being of all people so that we may truly experience the message of
Christ’s salutary gospel.

We are a beacon on a hill with the eyes of many upon us; that beacon is the inspired Light of Christ which must
shine brightly in our lives.

It is not ourselves we preach bur Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servanis for Jesus' sake. For God
wha said, 'Let light shine owt of darkness,* has shone in our hearts, that we in turn might make known the glory
of God shining on the face of Christ. This treasure we possess in earthen vessels to make it clear that its
surpassing power comes from God and not from us. We are afflicted in every way possible, but not crushed:
perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroved: always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may aiso be manifested in us 2 Corinthians 4: § —
8.

GLAD TIDINGS

+++  The next Pirohi Sale will be Saturday, February 13.



+++ Today we have festal anointing on the occasion of this past week’s holyday, of the Three
Hierarchs. The customary greeting is *Christ 1s Among Us! to which we respond, “He Is And Shall Be!™

+1+ The miraculous icon has been removed from the church. Since it is difficult for Father to drive
and stand and since so very few came to the devotions and Father wishes to continue them, he will do it in
his own home from now on.

+++  Please keep the intentions of these members of our parish intercession community in your daily
prayers: Barbara, Betty, James, Yevlogia, Nicholas, Maria, Cynthia, Pani Anna Marie and Andrea.

+++  The sign-up sheet for both the Web Site and Bulletin sponsors is on the bulletin board in the
kitchen. Please sign up as soon as possible. Do NOT make payment until vour sign-up month has arrived.
This will make it easier for Father to keep track of payments. Thanks in advance to all who support the
parish in this way.

+++ We offer thanks to the Blessed Trinity for inspiring generosity in the souls of our faithful and the
blessing of abundant grace in our midst with the offering received last Sunday: Tithe Offering, $260.00;
Candles, $31.00; Parish Dues, $50.00; Diocesan Dues, $130.00; Holyday, $4.00, for a total of $475.00. We
express our profound 4ratitude to the parishioner communicants who offer their God-given treasure and
labored for the sake of the Lord and the good of our parish. God bless and reward you good and faithful
souls!

+++ As faithful believers, we intercede and associate ourselves in prayer with the following who have
prayed and offered seven day lights for their intentions: Father Lucas, Maria Idronmenos, Anna
Zacharvezuk, Bob Gorbich, Marilyn Korba and Pani Buletza,

+++ We make a PENNIES FROM HEAVEN Canister available for our faithful to bring in pennies for our
altar and its appointments. We are already in receipt of $1851.00 from this apostolate. Even your pennies can
help and are a blessing to our parish,

ek Please be certain to see a member of the Parish Council if you would like to help our parish by using
Shop Rite Food Coupons available in $20.00 denominations. We invite ALL to be caring and supportive and
use Grocery Coupons for food shopping as we have gratefully realized $6750 on this project to date!

+++ The Clothing Drive is a permanent on-going project in our parish. Please bring any type of
clothing and fabrics along with stuffed animals and shoes for the benefit of our parish. The bags can be
left in the vestibule or on the front porch of the rectory. Please invite your friends and neighbors to assist
us in disposing of unwanted clothing, shoes and fabrics.

+++ We invite all pray the Lord our God granis us the grace of enrichment of our spiritual lives for
his glory.



“Treat people as if

they were what

they ought to be,
and
help them become
what they are

capable of being.”

—Gothe




PARENTS” PRAYER

FOR A SICK CHILD

Lord Jesus Christ, Who takes into Your arms little children coming to You and laying
Your hands upon them, blessing them, saying, “Suffer the little children to come to me
and forbid them not, for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven,” we pray You, in the
sickness and danger of this our beloved child. Mercifully bless him and restore him with
the medicine of Your grace. Take him, Good Shepherd into the arms of Your
everlasting mercy and guard him, that all our fears on account of his sickness may be
turned into joy at his recovery; and grant us now quiet spirit that we may entrust our
child to You in all confidence and faith,

Lord Jesus Christ, eternal Friend of Children, he whoin you love is sick and we
intercede in prayer. To You in faith and hope we wholly place him for healing and
comfort and strength. Lord, deliver him from all fear and impatience, strengthen him
in weakness, sustain him in his pain, and soothe him in restlessness. If it is Your good
pleasure to spare his earthly life, hasten we ask to show his recovery and bless all means
that are used to return him to health. Above all, Creator God, Who offers His life for
His sheep, keep ever at Your side this lamb of your own creation entrusted to our care,
redeeming him, that He may always be Yours. Lord have mercy on him, support, cheer
and bless him always, now and ever and forever. Amen.



Peace Dividends

They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks;
one nation shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again
Isaiah 2: 4.

Many who have lived through the Cold War era into our present malaise and
preoccupation with war h;:we long wondered whether this revealed promise could ever
be true. Will the manifested word of God find realization finally among us? '

But with the decline of the Soviet Union, we in the United States have a unique
opportunity to take bold steps to reverse and arms race that many rightly described as
an act of aggression that amounts to a crime, for even when they are not used, by their
cost alone, armaments kill the poor by causing all to lose awareness of our spiritual
riches.

We ought to render ourselves promoters of human needs which will make us
instruments of God’s hammering swords into ploughshares. If believers in Christ lived
up to the precepts of Christian faith, there would be no need for weapons or wars. We
have failed in the world because we have failed in faith response to Christ. And, of
course, our political leaders find it very easy to dispatch the real riches of our nation,
that is, our healthy young manpower abroad, only to return deformed and injured,
robbed of their dignity and destiny, if they have not been slain outright.

No matter what this once powerful nation does, it cannot and will not stop the
onslaught of Islam. We neither have the dedication nor the time, nor the impetus.
America is declining in purpose while Islam is advancing. Islam has never stopped
promoting its purpose, while we stopped long ago advancing the cause of Christ. Even
among ourselves we are miserable failures because faith has dried up.

May we pray, even more daily, live the reality of our prayer:

Divine Spirit, whose light fills the universe and all living things, we lift up to your presence
the leaders of our nations. Illumine them with your heavenly inspiration, guide their
decisions and their actions that they may lead their nations from the insanity of the arms
race. Enter the souls of our bishops and priests to arouse in our people a loving
determination to recognize all men as brothers in the Lord, as genuine seekers after peace,
as those who respect each other created in the image and likeness of our Creator. Permit
the earth to be healed and for all of us to meet genuine human need. Amen.



- Auf}';f_tf'_f_' 'ﬁlthmigh the authar of 1 Maccabees never identifies himself, it may
f;sonab!y be assumed that he was an orthodox Jew familiar with both the
geography and the topography of Judea. :

Dm‘f'-—ﬁbnut 104 BC, according to the last two verses of the book (16:23, 29),
&:/'rge work was compiled during or shordy after the reign of John Hyrcanus [
{134-104 BC), the high priest and ruler of [srael. It covers the period from
the reign of Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-164 BC) to the succession of John

Hyrcanus. '

Major The He— God's deliverance of Israel during the Jewish Wars. The author

%, makes it clear that God chose the Hasmonean family as the instrument of his
deliverance {5:62). Their primary objective was the rededication of the
temple (4:36-61), an event still celebrated by Jews everywhere as the festival
of Hanukkah, om the Hebrew word for “dedication ™

¢ Bf.l't'k;’_f@{ .@r — First Maccabees was eriginally swritten in Hebrew and was

b;_pmbab]y called “The Hasmaneans,” after Mattathias of the house of
Hashmon (2:1). It was Mattathias who began the Jewish revolt wath the help
of his five sons. The bulk of the book recounts Judah’s war against Antiochus
IV, the Seleucid ruler who tried to force Hellenism upon the Jews,

(Outline o
« 1. Prologue: The Hellemstic Empice from P WL Jonathan Succeeds Judas (9:1-73)
Alexander to Antochus IV {1:1-64) i VUL The Rise and Fall of Alexander Balas
1L The Hasinonean (Maccabean) Flevolt i (T0:1—11:19)
Z1—d:i61) o IX. Demetrius I Betrays the Jews (11:20-53)
Il Jewish Expeditions against Meighboring : H.Trypho and the Reign of Antiochus VI
Tribes (5:1-68) i (11:54—12:53
IV Lysias Usurps the Throne (6:1-63) ¢ 1. The Emergence of the Jewish MNarion under
YThe Feign of Demetrivs [ Soter (7:1. 50 ! Simon {13:1—16:24)

¥1. The Alliance between the Jews and the '
Bomans (8:1-31) !

e e e e o e e e W e e S T R ST SR et e s




You know, 1 came into this world by your choice, not
my own. And, I can only hope that my existence is witness
of your love for each other and not the consequence of
some mistake,

I need you both, Mom and Dad, for 1 am helpless to
care for mysell. I need personal care, food, clothing and
shelter, but, most of all. 1 need your love, even in your
caring for my needs.

It is your love for me that gives me happiness, content-
ment, security and protection from events I cannot yet un-
derstand. And, I have no way of telling you anything ex-
cept by my smiles and by my cries. Your PrESETICE, your
embraces and your kisses are what enable me to sleep peace-
fully by night and by day. 1 need you for my very life.

In my own way, | can sense that you have many things
ta do and, therefore, my love for you in return increases
that much more because you do not neglect me. You know
that I try to talk to you and to walk with you but 1 canmot
do those things yet. 1 will be able to talk and walk with
you soon because your love for me and your patiemt en-
couragement prompt me and make me want to.

I'm very curious about this world that we now share 10-
gether, but I don't yet know which things will help me and
which will hurt me. Your applause and your reprimand will
help me to distinguish the good from the bad and 1 need
them. You give me confidence, as we go on day after day. in
my own judgments and in my ability to chaose between the
good and the bad. Don't leave me on my own oo 5600,

When I come to yon, be it in joy or in lear, reach out o
me and welcome me to your embrace. | am anticipating
the reassurance of your love for me and I need your warmth
and your strength.

Your values become my values because 1 do not ques-
tion you. Be careful, then, what you teach me, not only by
your instruction but also by your life. [ will say what you
say, I will act your way because 1 know no other

Then, as I grow older and come to see the standards by
which the world lives and the standards that Jesus Christ
teaches me, I will find myself already on His side and be at
peace in my own heart.

You are the key to the life I live. Teach me so tht 1 will
ever be proud that you are my mother and my father and I
will have you close to my heart not only here but in heaven
as well.

Dear Mom and Dad






