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We Are A Stewardship Parish Of Time, Talent and Treasure

The mission of our parish faith community is to teach the Gospel message in the rich tradition of the Orthodox
Church; to enable people to reflect the image of Jesus Christ in every day activities of life; to offer spiritual
formation through changing times; and to celebrate community among Orthodox believers in our Freehold area,
We of St. Paul the Apostle Parish dedicate ourselves to maintaining the sanctity of worship and spiritual
enlightenment in a family environment that reaches and involves all ages and unifies all people.

We believe in the spirit of ecumenism in which we share our faith by word and example and extend our spiritual
insights to all people.

We accept the responsibility of Christian Stewardship that through generous giving we may all experience a faith
communion with Christ as the Center of our lives.

We dedicate ourselves to insuring the well-being of all people so that we may truly experience the message of
Christ’s salutary gospel.

We are a beacon on a hill with the eyes of many upon us; that beacon is the inspired Light of Christ which must
shine brightly in our lives.

It is not ourselves we preach but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. For God.
who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness, ' has shone in our hearts, that we in turn might make known the glory
of God shining on the face of Christ. This treasure we possess in earthen vessels to make it clear that its
surpassing power comes from God and not from us, We are afflicted in every way possible, but not crushed:
perplexed but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, bui not destrayed: always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in us 2 Corinthians 4: 5 -
8.

GLAD TIDINGS

+++ Please remember the Nativity feast is a three-day celebration. Be here in prayer and praise at 9:30
AM tomorrow and 9:30 AM on Sunday! Tomorrow, on the feast of the Birthgiver of God, you will be
anointed with the miraculous Myrrh Bearing Oil and Sunday with oil from the tomb of our Lord in
Jerusalem.



++ Every Monday, we have prayerful devotions before the Myrrh bearing icon at 6:00 PM.
Everyone is invited to be present in praise. The Birthgiver invites us to manifest our faith in response to
her first shown love, to unite our prayers with hers for the salvation of our souls. Invite your friends and
neighbors to join us.

+obrt We thank our children for decorating the church for this glorious feast day. May the Lord
continue to bless you with good health for Many & Blessed Years!

+++ Please keep the intentions of these members of our parish intercession community in your daily
prayers: Barbara, Betty, James, Yevlogia, Nicholas, Maria, Cynthia, Pani Anna Marie and Andrea.

+++ The sign-up sheet for both the Web Site and Bulletin sponsors is on the bulletin board in the
kitchen. Please sign up as soon as possible. Do NOT make payment until your sign-up month has arrived.
This will make it easier for Father to keep track of payments. Thanks in advance to all who support the
parish in this way.

—— We offer thanks to the Blessed Trinity for inspiring generosity in the souls of our faithful and the
blessing of abundant grace in our midst with the offering received last Sunday: Tithe Offering, $616.00;
Candles, $14.00; Holyday, $5.00; Kitchen, $4378,00, Flowers. $31.00; Nativity of our Lord, $131.00, for a
total of $5184.00, We express our profound gratitude to the parishioner communicants who offer their
God-given treasure and labored for the sake of the Lord and the good of our parish. God bless and
reward you good and faithful souls!

-+ As faithful believers, we intercede and associate ourselves in prayer with the following who have
prayed and offered seven day lights for their intentions: Father Lucas, Maria Idronmenos, Anna
Zacharyczuk, Bob Gorbich, Marilyn Korba and Pani Buletza.

+++ We make a PENNIES FROM HEAVEN Canister available for our faithful to bring in pennies for our
altar and its appointments. We are already in receipt of $1851.00 from this apostolate. Even your pennies can
help and are a blessing to our parish.

++ Please be certain to see a member of the Parish Council if you would like to help our parish by using
Shop Rite Food Coupons available in $20.00 denominations. We invite ALL to be caring and supportive and
use Grocery Coupons for food shopping as we have gratefully realized $6750 on this project to date!

+++ The Clothing Drive is a permanent on-going project in our parish. Please bring any type of
clothing and fabrics along with stuffed animals and shoes for the benefit of our parish. The bags can be
left in the vestibule or on the front porch of the rectory. Please invite your friends and neighbors to assist
us in disposing of unwanted clothing, shoes and fabrics.

+++ We invite all pray the Lord our God grants us the grace of enrichment of our spiritual lives for
his glory.

i+ Please be prepared to light a Yotive Candle in honor of the Lord’s Birth among us.



Christ Is Born!

While they were there the days of her confinement were completed. She gave birth to her first-
born son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid kim in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the place where travelers lodged Luke 2: 6, 7.

The angel of the Lord shone around them, and they were very much afraid The angel said to
them: “You have nothing to fear! I come to proclaim good news to You; tidings of great joy to be
shared with the whole people. This day in David’s city a Saviour has been born o you, the
Messiah and Lord. Let this be a sign to you: in a manger you will Sind an infant wrapped in
swaddling clothes."” Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude of heavenly host, Ppraising God
and saying, “Glory tv God in the highest, peace to men of good wili” Luke 2: 9 - 14.

ﬁﬁ.zry treasured all these things and reflected on them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, in accord with what had been told
them” Luke 2: 19.

Thé real light which gives light to every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and
through him the world was made, yet the world did not know who he was. To his own he came, yet
his own did not accept him. Any who did accept him he empowered to become children of God.
These are they who believe in his name, who were begotten, not by blood, nor carnal desire, nor by
man’s willing it, but by God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we
have seen his glory; the glory of the only-begotten Son coming from the Father, filled with
enduring love John 1: 9 - 14,

1 have come into the world as its light, to keep anyone who believes in me from remaining in the
dark John 12: 46.
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Feast Day Felicitations

Christ Is Born! Just as the angels could not contain themselves and were impelled to share
the eternally joyous news of Christ’s Birth, so we too, sing out to you our joy of heart and soul.
Our salvation is at hand in this Infant of Bethlehem. And when they heard the glorious good
news, the shepherds also shared it with their friends. As a parish family, let us embrace one
another in Christ’s love and affirm our faith commitment to the Son of God Whe comes among
us today as a child. As we greet one another, let us remember it is the love of Christ that unites
us by the grace of His all Holy and adorable Spirit. Let us share this merriment of heart and
soul and permit it a generous contagion in our midst. Let us join the angelic chorus in singing
His praises. Let us thank the Eternal Father for this unspeakable Gift. Let us so live that He is
glorified in our midst. A very blessed, holy, happy celebration to all entrusted to our spiritual

care of this magnificent expression of God’s love for us. Glorify Him !



REMEMBRANCE OF OUR ANCESTORS
IN THE FAITH

Now will | praise those godly men [and women],
our ancestors, each in his [or her] own time:
The abounding glory of the Most High's portion,

his own part, since the days of old.

Subduers of the land in kingly fashion,
men of renown for their might,

Or counselors in their prudence,
or seers of all things in prophecy:;

Resolute princes of the folk,
and governors with their staves:
Authors skilled in composition,
and forgers of epigrams with their spikes;
Composers of melodious psalms,
or discoursers on lyric themes:
Stalwart men [and women], solidly established
and at peace in their own estates—
All these were glorious in their time,
each illustrious in his [or her] day.

Their wealth remains in their families,
their heritage with their descendants:

Through God's covenant with them their family endures,
their posterity for their sake.

And for all time their progeny will endure,
their glory will never be blotted out:
Their bodies are peacefully laid away,
but their name lives on and on.
At gatherings their wisdom is retold,
and the assembly proclaims their praise.

(Sirach 44:1-7, 11-15)



The Nativity of our Lord

Once upon a silent night
Love came down to earth
* as the heavenly angels’
song of peace proclaimed
the Saviour’s birth.
Curious shepherds followed 5
a new star’s blazing light
and found there in that humble place
the hope we share tonight.

Glory to God

“Glory to God in the highest, peace on earth to men of good will” Luke 2: 14. It Is our
unique privilege as believers to give glory to God. As we come to understand our Heavenly
Father through His words and deeds, we thank and praise Him. Thus we offer Him glory. In
giving glory to God, we become the glory of God because we are a visible manifestation of
God. Today we celebrate the Source and Summit of the glory of God, Jesus Christ, His only
begotten Son manifested in human flesh. Jesus Christ is the concrete reality perfectly
transparent to divinity. Jesus is the glory of God. As we appreciate, praise, and worship the Son
of God, we become like Him, we become the glory of God. As we give glory to God by
glorifying His Son, Jesus Christ, we become the glory of God. To the extent we become the
glory of God by His grace, we receive and live His peace which is imparted to mankind.

Dur Heavenly Father looks up the state of our faith commitment and grants us a cormresponding
veace of soul. During this Nativity season, may our Heavenly Father grant each of us the
iwareness to fully perceive this great truth. By our prayer and devotional life in the sacramental
“ysteries, may we come to know that as we glorify God, we become His glory. Our only true
lory Is becoming more and more like the Divine Son Whose Nativity we celebrate!



ON THE MORNING OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY

This 1s the month, and this the happy morn,
Wherein the Son of Heav’ns etemal King,

Of wedded Maid, and Virgin Mother born,
Our great redemption from above did bring;
For so the holy sages once did sing,

That he our deadly forfeit should release,
And with his Father work us a perpetual peace.

—John Milton, 1629







